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Greetings from Beautiful Big Blue
Lake!
2017 was another fabulous year at
Pendalouan! Wonderful staff and
packed sessions guaranteed that
plenty of kids and families either
began their own Pendalouan experience or continued their personal
tradition of returning for multiple
summers. Make sure to check out
our full recap on page two.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Spending a week or two at Pendalouan can create positive memories
that last forever, as many of our alumni, camper parents or donors will
tell you. This season’s issue of Smoke Signals is full of how alumni,
campers, their families and staff experienced Pendalouan this past
summer, as well as opportunities to engage with camp in the months
to come.
A family growing since 1925, when the Muskegon YMCA first
established a camp on Big Blue Lake. When a child or adult
participates in one of our programs, they and their family are
welcomed into the Pendalouan family. We are glad you are a part of
that family and we look forward to continuing the tradition of making a
meaningful, positive impact on those that we have the opportunity to
interact with each day. The summer of 2017 was one for both change
and tradition. Currently, we have an exciting fall of Outdoor
Education, seasonal programs, weddings, corporate retreats and
planning for next summer!

Pendalouan Day
October 14
Halloween Camp
October 27-28
Year-End Campaign Kick-Off
November 22

We know you wouldn’t be reading this issue of Smoke Signals if you
weren’t interested and we appreciate your support. Thank you to all
the alumni, camper families, donors, and partners who have helped us
get YMCA Camp Pendalouan where we are today and for
demonstrating your care in meaningful ways.
Hail Pendalouan!
Bruce Spoelman, Executive Director
bspoelman@pendalouan.org
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2017 SUMMER RECAP
What an amazing summer at YMCA Camp Pendalouan. We
transitioned our new leadership team, we had several alumni
engagement initiatives and once again partnered with several local
community organizations to make sure kids who needed a
Pendalouan experience found their way here.
Highlights:
 Over 820 overnight campers in 6 weeks of summer camp. And,
more than 220 day campers over 8 weeks.
 More than $80,000 in Camperships to over 400 kids from
300 plus families.
 This was our first summer of using the new Accessible Climbing
Tower and Wildwood Chapel Walkway (see more on next page).
 At check-in, we had a Y’s Club table, camper families could learn
more about the organization that contributes so much to
Pendalouan.
 A record number of mothers, kids, aunts and grandmothers joined
us for Mom & Kids Camp.

FACILITY IMPROVEMENT UPDATE

MUSKEGON
Y’S CLUB
Interested in giving
back to Camp
Pendalouan? Join
the Muskegon Y’s
Club! Many members are among
our oldest and most dedicated
alumni. The Y’s Club:
 Hosts an annual White Elephant
Sale benefiting Pendalouan.
 Donates time, money & service
to Pendalouan’s facility projects
& campership campaign.
If you are interested in joining the
group or contributing to their
service efforts, please contact
Peter Van Hoesen at
231-670-6798 or email
pvanhoesen1@comcast.net.

Wildwood Chapel Walkway: There is now an accessible pathway connecting Nikana Lodge to Wildwood Chapel!
Campers and family enjoy the scenic pathway and have used it for a variety of purposes. Thank you to Arconic and the
Stearns family for funding this project!
Totem Pole: In honor and memory of Jeremy Skinner, the totem pole was refurbished. Dedication of
the Totem Pole in Jeremy Skinner’s name will be held on Pendalouan Day. Generous donors of this
project include: Jeff & Leslie Cox, Michael Hatcliffe, Emily Cox, Jim & Nancy Cox, Rocco & Naomi
Pallante, Nora Cox, Colleen Cox, Molly Cox, and Jeffrey B. Cox.
Pavillion Skylights: 10 new skylights for the pavilion were added this fall. This project was funded by
Jim and Nancy Cox in honor of Jeremy Skinner, and will be dedicated in his honor on Pendalouan Day.
New Accessible Climbing Tower: This was our first summer using the new
Accessible Climbing Tower. The ACT was sponsored by the following:
Ostheopathic Foundation of West Michigan, Paul & Libby Kara, the Estate of
Don Brenner, The William Munroe Memorial Friends of the Disabled Fund,
Grand Haven Community Foundation, Bruce & Margaret Spoelman, Muskegon Y’s Club,
Bob Cebelak & Kathy Stratton, and Lori & Harry Arthur. Many campers and families commented
that this was an upgrade from the old version and everyone loves the new zipline! We are still raising
funds to complete this project. If you, a friend or a business you know are interested in making a
donation to the ACT fund or gaining naming rights, contact Gabrielle Gerlach, Associate Executive
Director at ggerlach@pendalouan.org.
UP NEXT: Thanks YUSA Capital Grant campaign and Lowe’s Charitable Foundation, for funding an extensive
renovation of the classroom! We use this space for O.E. programming, Conference & Retreat groups, and Day Camp
programming. Renovations include extending the building, adding storage space, a new roof, new siding, and more!
There are several areas at camp that need significant upgrades and renovations, including Nikana Lodge. Contact
Gabrielle Gerlach, Associate Executive Director at ggerlach@pendalouan.org to assist with more facility improvements or
to adopt a camp building.
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CALLING ALL
ALUMNI &
FRIENDS OF
PENDALOUAN
Pendalouan’s Annual Alumni
Reunion Day is fast approaching!
October 14, 2017 from 10 am—
2 pm. Activities include camp
tours, family fun activities like
boating, archery and a Sleepy
Hollow hike, a lunch in Nikana
Lodge, facility dedications, story
sharing, song singing and an
update by Executive Director,
Bruce Spoelman. We are expecting
representation from every decade
back to the 1940s! RSVP by
heading to pendalouan.org/alumni
or by calling us at (231) 894-4538.
Have you RSVP’d yet?
To see who’s coming: head to
pendalouan.org/alumni.
Congratulations to
Ellie Kowal, recipient of this
summer’s Bill Boyden/Rotary
YMCA Counselor Scholarship
Award, which recognizes a camp
staff member who possesses the
leadership and character
qualities embodied in Rotary and
the YMCA.

CAMP FOR ALL!
Spring Campership Campaign!
Wow! Because of support from
alumni, parents, friends and staff,
we raised $14,236.50! These
gifts went entirely toward
providing Camperships to children
who otherwise would not have
had a chance to attend
Pendalouan.
Our staff, campership recipients
and their parents deeply
appreciate it.
“Thank you very much for your
donations! Without them, it would
not have been possible for my son
to make these forever memories!
Thank you!”

ADOPT-A-CABIN CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
100% of our cabins have been adopted by donors! John and Kathy
Workman provided a $69,000 donation to renovate all 16 of our
cabins, and the other donors’ contributions will provide the upkeep
for each cabin over the next 3 years. Thank you to the Pendalouan
Committee, and especially John Workman for spearheading this
long-lasting, legacy driven initiative. The campers and their
families are already raving about the renovations! Thank you to all
our generous adoptees:
Apache – Park Kersman @ Lorin Industries
Blackfoot – Lori & Harry Arthur
Chippewa – Bill & Toni Seyferth
Dakota – Mike & Ella Workman
Eagle Claw – Larry Hines & Hines Corp.
Fox – Don & Linda Potter
Gogebic – Olsen Family
Hopi – Tuggle Family
Iroquois - Muskegon Y’s Club
Kiowa – John & Kathy Workman
Lenape – Eagle Alloy
Menominee – Gerry Nehra & Peggy Jensen
Navajo – Mike & Kay Olthoff Family
Ottawa – The Roger & Barb Brink Family
Pawnee – Don & Sue DeLong
Seneca – Muskegon Y’s Club

COMING SOON: OUR YEAR-END
CAMPAIGN
Did you know almost half of our overnight campers receive some
sort of financial assistance? This past summer, Pendalouan
provided over $80,000 in Financial Aid and Campership Assistance
to over 300 families. This allowed more than 400 campers, who
otherwise would not be able to attend Pendalouan. While here,
these campers made healthy lifestyle choices, developed confidence
and built character through our camp motto, “I’m third.”
Throughout the year, parents contact Pendalouan requesting
financial assistance. Donations to our Year-End Campaign help
offset the cost of a Pendalouan summer camp experience to
families who otherwise couldn’t afford it. Donations to our Year-End
Campaign can be designated to our Facility Improvement Fund, as
well.
A BIG thank you to those of you in the Pendalouan community
who have already made contributions this year. If you would like to
make a year-end gift to YMCA Camp Pendalouan, head to
pendalouan.org/donate or call us at (231) 894-4538 today!
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This newsletter is going out to over 3,000 alumni and friends of
Pendalouan. We are constantly finding and adding alumni to our database,
so for those of you who are receiving this newsletter for the first time...
Welcome!!

If you would like to catch up on previous issues of Smoke

Signals, head to pendalouan.org/alumni.

Our Mission: to put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.
Our Motto: God First, Others Second, I'm Third. Our Values: Honesty, Caring, Respect, Responsibility.

HAVE YOU HEARD?







Registration for Summer Camp 2018 is open! Check out our website for dates and rates.
The 2017 Father-Son Campers collectively donated over $500 to help us build a new
volleyball court behind the beachside cabins. Thank you Father-Son Campers!
The Lowe’s Charitable & Educational Foundation has generously provided Pendalouan with
a matching grant, $34,700, to complete our Classroom Renovation Campaign. The Classroom’s
new design will enhance the area’s use for Day Camp, Outdoor Education, and Conference &
Retreat programming. The mission of LCEF is to improve the communities they serve, and they
are committed to having a positive impact on the lives of their customers.
Thank you Bob Christie for the generous Hogan House renovation $9,000 donation. You
helped make the space more welcoming for our new Camp Director, Matthew Abel!
Staff Who Care At our End of Summer Staff Banquet, it was announced that the Summer
2017 Staff collectively donated over $1,300.00 of their own money for Pendalouan's
Campership Fund. Talk about living the "I'm Third" camp motto! We're proud of these staff
members and all they did for the over 1,000 overnight and day campers that joined us on Big
Blue Lake! Good luck as you all head back to school this fall!
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