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Greetings from Beautiful Big Blue Lake!
What a year 2017 has been for Pendalouan! More campers and
families than ever spent time on Beautiful Big Blue Lake. Thousands of
local students learned Michigan history, environmental education and
team-building while gaining an appreciation for the outdoors. We
hosted more weddings, company picnics and weekend groups! Lastly,
we are reaping the benefits of a beautiful new Accessible Climbing
Tower and Zipline and freshly renovated cabins courtesy of the AdoptA-Cabin initiative.
We also are gearing up for a busy and expansive 2018. With 2017’s
administrative staff restructuring in place, we continue to create and
provide quality experiences, raise funds to renovate important
Pendalouan legacy buildings and we are currently in full planning mode
for Summer, Family and Seasonal programs. Stay tuned, because
2018 could be the best year yet for Pendalouan!
We often say that when a child or adult participates in one of our
programs, they and their family are welcomed into the Pendalouan
family-a family that has been growing since 1925 when the Muskegon
YMCA first established a camp on Big Blue Lake. We are glad you are a
part of that family and we look forward to continuing the tradition of
making a meaningful, positive impact on every person here.
Thank you to all the alumni, camper families, donors, and partners
who have helped get YMCA Camp Pendalouan where we are
today. Enjoy this issue of Smoke Signals.

Melody McPherson
Office Coordinator
ycamp@pendalouan.org
Megan Archambeau
Camp Registrar
registrar@pendalouan.org
Candy Bowden
Food Service Manager
foodservice@pendalouan.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
T-shirt Design Contest
submissions due March 31
Spring Break Escape Day Camp
April 2-6
Wear Camp Gear Day
April 13
Spring Volunteer Work Day
April 22
Camp Preview Day 1
April 29
Camp Preview Day 2
May 13

Hail Pendalouan!
Bruce Spoelman, Executive Director
bspoelman@pendalouan.org
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YEC 2017 RECAP
What an amazing giving season at YMCA Camp Pendalouan. Thank you to all our generous donors who
raised a record breaking $21,000+ for camperships and facility projects during our Year End
Campaign. With these donations, we will be able to help many families send their kids to camp and buy
some much needed equipment for our kitchen to provide delicious and healthful meals to all our
guests. Don’t take our word for it, here is what some of our families have to say about your generous
donations:
"I would like to thank the donors for giving my family and I the opportunity to experience such a wonderful camp. As a single mother
of two with a full time job, I would never have been able to afford to pay full price. The help we received was phenomenal!! Allowing
low income families to take part in something so wonderful! We are very grateful for you. My child will have a memory that he'll never
forget and will go back to school after summer break and share with all his peers that he got to attend Camp Pendalouan this
summer. Thanks again!"
--Antwane
"Campership donations made it possible for my son to attend Camp Pendalouan. Being at camp gave him the opportunity to try
things that he would not have experienced otherwise. He was able to ride a mountain bike through the woods, cook dinner on a fire,
and spend time with a variety of people. I am thankful for your kindness and generosity. You've made a difference in my son's life."
--Michelle
Thank you so very much for making this happen for my granddaughter, especially because she has been experiencing difficult
changes in her life. Her first ever camping experience was one she'll never forget. She still talks about it to this very day and is
hoping to return for many years to come. Her mom attended the same camp as a child - when she found out, the smile on her face
was priceless! I have a happy Pendalouan camper!"
--Denise

Thank you for helping us continue to make Pendalouan magic - you are changing lives!

CALLING ALL ALUMNI & FRIENDS
Pendalouan’s Annual Spring Volunteer Work Day is fast approaching! April 22, 2017 from 12-4 pm.
Want to make a difference at camp? Please join us for our volunteer work day. Grab your friends and
family, get your work clothes on, and help us prep Pendalouan for the summer season! Come for the entire
day or just an hour; many hands make light work. If you’re a student and need volunteer hours, we’d love
to see you there! Please RSVP to ycamp@pendalouan.org if you’re planning to join us.
See you this Spring!

FACILITY IMPROVEMENT UPDATE
Old Climbing Wall: It’s the end of an era. With the new Accessible Climbing Tower and
Zipline completed, we took down the old climbing tower! We are repurposing the wood
to upgrade the fence around our horse barn and the posts will be used as decorative
features throughout camp. Thank you Leatherman Builders for making this possible!
Nikana Lodge Roof: Thanks to a generous donation from
Don Martines, the Nikana Lodge’s roof and interior ceiling
are being redone. Look for a beautiful new roof, foam
insulation, and pine interior finish to be underway this
Spring.
Classroom: Thanks Y-USA Matching Capital Grant campaign and Lowe’s
Charitable Foundation, for funding an extensive renovation of the classroom! We use this space for O.E.
programming, Conference & Retreat groups, and Day Camp programming. This project is a sorely needed
renovation to a valuable Pendalouan space.
Coming Next: We are looking to start phase 2 of our Adopt-A-Cabin initiative - Adopt-A-Building! If you are
interested in adopting a building at Pendalouan including: the Welcome Fort, Pavilion, Boyden Chapel, Admin
Office, etc, please contact Gabrielle Gerlach, Associate Executive Director ggerlach@pendalouan.org.
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LEAVING A
LEGACY
Thank you to the following
generous and forward thinking
alumni and friends who have
committed to leaving
Pendalouan in their will:
Don & Linda Potter
Harry & Lori Arthur
Krys Sweeney
John & Pat Nielsen
Paul & Jennifer Peterson
Thank you all!! Your gift is an
investment into Camp’s future!
Would you like to know more
about how you can leave a
legacy at camp through our
Planned Giving Program?
Contact Bruce Spoelman,
Executive Director at
bspoelman@pendalouan.org

MUSKEGON
Y’S CLUB
Interested in giving
back to Camp
Pendalouan? Join
the Muskegon Y’s Club
or
volunteer at their annual White
Elephant Sale! This group meets
every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the
month during lunch to catch up and
do good. They are currently
accepting donations for their White
Elephant Sale. Sale information is
as follows:
55th Annual White Elephant Sale
May 18 & 19, 2018
@ the Folkert Community Hub
640 Seminole, Muskegon
If you are interested in joining the
group or contributing to their
service efforts, please contact Peter
Van Hoesen at 231-727-9900 or
email pvanhoesen1@comcast.net.

ADOPT-A-CABIN CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
We continue to work on renovating cabins as part of our Adopt-ACabin initiative. 2018 projects include adding half-log siding,
replacing cabins roofs, extensive landscaping behind Hopi, Ottawa
and Seneca cabins, and much more. Thank you to the Pendalouan
Committee, and especially John Workman for spearheading this
long-lasting, legacy driven initiative. Our campers, staff, volunteers
and alumni rave about the renovations! Thank you to all our
generous adoptees:
Apache – Park Kersman @ Lorin Industries
Blackfoot – Lori & Harry Arthur
Chippewa – Bill & Toni Seyferth
Dakota – Mike & Ella Workman
Eagle Claw – Larry Hines & Hines Corp.
Fox – Don & Linda Potter
Gogebic – The Olsen Family
Hopi – The Tuggle Family
Iroquois - Muskegon Y’s Club
Kiowa – John & Kathy Workman
Lenape – Eagle Alloy
Menominee – Gerry Nehra & Peggy Jensen
Navajo – Mike & Kay Olthoff Family
Ottawa – Roger & Barb Brink Family
Pawnee – The DeLong Family (Don, Sue, Kristy, Andy)
Seneca – Muskegon Y’s Club

Have you seen our new website? Keep checking,
it’s coming soon. Let us know your thoughts.

COMING SOON:
SPRING CAMPERSHIP CAMPAIGN
Did you know almost half of our overnight campers receive some
sort of financial assistance? This past summer, Pendalouan
provided over 144,00.00 in Financial Aid and Campership
Assistance to over 300 families. This allowed more than 400
campers, who otherwise would not be able to attend Pendalouan.
While here, these campers made healthy lifestyle choices,
developed confidence and built character through our camp motto,
“I’m third.”
Throughout the year, parents contact Pendalouan requesting
financial assistance. Donations to our Spring Campership Campaign
help offset the cost of a Pendalouan summer camp experience to
families who otherwise couldn’t afford it.
A BIG thank you to those of you in the Pendalouan community
who have already made contributions this year to camp. If you
would like to make a gift to YMCA Camp Pendalouan, head to
pendalouan.org/donate or call us at (231) 894-4538 today!
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2018 SUMMER PROGRAM DATES
Resident Camp
Session 1 June 17-22
Session 2 June 24-29
Session 3 July 8-13
Session 4 July 15-20
Session 5 July 22-27
Session 6 July 29 - August 3
Bugs ’N Bunks
BB1 - July 8-10
BB2 - July 11-13
Counselor in Training
CIT 1 (age 16) - June 17-29
CIT 2 (age 17) - July 8-13

Day Camp
Session 1 June 18-22
Session 2 June 25-29
Session 3 July 9-13
Session 4 July 16-20
Session 5 July 23-27
Session 6 July 30 - August 3
Session 7 August 6-10
Session 8 August 13 - 17
Family Programs
Family Camp 1 - July 1-4
Family Camp 2 - July 4-7
Mom & Kids Camp - July 13-15
Father & Son Camp - July 20-22

Our Mission: to put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all.
Our Motto: God First, Others Second, I'm Third. Our Values: Honesty, Caring, Respect, Responsibility.

HAVE YOU HEARD?







Registration for Summer Camp 2018 is open! Check out our website for dates and rates.
Thank you Don Martines for the $70,000 donation to redo the roof and ceiling of the Nikana
Lodge. Look for updates on this project!
Camp Pendalouan has received generous campership grants from the following organizations:
Y-USA Camp Access Matching Grant, Fremont Area Community Foundation, The
Gerber Foundation, Grand Rapids Community Foundation, Angel Tree Prison
Ministrations, CFFMC Jack Shimke, and CFFMC Angel Tree.
Wear Your Camp Gear Day: Step 1: Wear you camp gear to school or work on April 13;
Step 2: Post a picture to our Facebook page or email pendalouan@gmail.com; Step 3: Our
panel of judges will award one picture a prize from the Trading Post!
T-shirt Design Contest - Calling all campers, staff, volunteers & alumni. Submit a design for
a Pendalouan t-shirt by March 31, 2018. The winner will have their design printed and sold at
the Trading Post during the summer of 2018 and receive a complimentary t-shirt with their new
design and $25 Trading Post credit. Please send submissions to ycamp@pendalouan.org!
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